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}Three Important Points for Colored Concrete (15 min.) 
David Sethre, P.E., NDRMCPA

}Surface Defects & Prevention (15 min.) 
David Sethre, P.E.

}Update on Concrete Overlays (30 min.) 
David Sethre, P.E., ND ACPA

}Material Surface Wear: Abrasion and Erosion (30 min.) 
Darrick Nystrom, Brock - White

}Concrete Mixes: Between the Lab & the Field (30 min.) 
Hank Hauge, Strata Corporation

}Preliminary Tests of the ASTM 1157 Cements (15 min.) 
David Sethre, P.E.
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}Is colored concrete different than regular 
concrete?

}Are normal expectations for colored concrete 
different?

}Has anyone seen colored concrete they did 
not like?

}What are we really trying to accomplish with 
colored concrete?



}Chemistry/Properties may be different
ƁMay take more water for workability

ƁCement color may affect final color

ƁWater content is biggest headache for color 
matching

ƁManufacturer recommendations to òavoidó flyash ?!?





}Perceptions - Aesthetics & Color of final 
product is the all important criteria, so 
specify
ƁColor fast (ASTM C - 979)

ƁUse admixture for color, not bulk pigment

ƁMaintain uniform water content of mix (lab & field)

ƁRequired texture of final surface

ƁEtc. ðUse manufacturerõs recommendations





}Does it match 
the color chip or 
mockup 

}Does it match 
the other 
placements

Pervious concrete with integral color



}For deeper color, expect more product in mix 
to meet the color chart chip color intensity

}More product means more cost



}www.scofield.com

}www.brickform.com

}www.solomoncolors.com

}www.basf - admixtures.com (Rheo- color liquid)

}Others ðfind out local RM supplier info

}For sample specs, color options, technical 
information, curing recommendations, etc.

http://www.scofield.com/
http://www.brickform.com/
http://www.solomoncolors.com/
http://www.basf-admixtures.com/
http://www.basf-admixtures.com/
http://www.basf-admixtures.com/


Example Base Color

2 times quantity of 
admixture pigment 
as base color





70% Flyash Mix

100% Cement Mix



To match color, use 
- Same cement
- Same water content
- Same dosage rate
- Same curing regimen.





}Keeping the Water 
Out
ƁGood curing

ƁDurable Mix

ƁLow W/C ratio

ƁUse sealer

ƁUse Shake- on 
Hardener



Stencil Based Shake - on 
Color in White Bear Lake ð
Constructed in the 1970õs

Similar type can be seen 
at Ramkota in Bismarck ð
Same construction age


